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FEBRUARY MEETING. 

A stated monthly meeting was held this day, Thurs- 
day, Feb. 14, at noon ; the President, Hon. Eobert C. 
Winthrop, in the chair. 

The Librarian announced donations from the Ameri- 
can Antiquarian Society ; the American Peace Society ; 
the Essex Institute ; the President and Fellows of Har- 
vard College ; the Trustees of the Public Library of the 
City of Boston; Jonathan J. Caldwell, Esq. ; Thaddeus 
Davids & Co. ; Rev. Edward C. Guild ; L. A. H. Latour, 
Esq. ; Hon. Theron Metcalf ; Octavius Pickering, Esq. ; 
Samuel Porter, Esq. ; Lucius M. Sargent, jun., M.D. ; 
Rev. Edwin M. Stone ; and from Messrs. Bell, Green, 
Robbins (C), Washburn, Webb, and Winthrop, of the 
Society. 

Tbe President remarked as follows : — 

Before proceeding to the ordinary routine of business, I 
may be allowed to dwell for a moment, gentlemen, upon two 
names which have been stricken from our rolls (where they 
had stood for nearly half a century) since our last monthly 
meeting. 

The public journals of New York have announced to us, 
within a week past, the death of Dr. John Wakefield Francis 
of that city, and have contained many interesting notices of 
his life and character. He stood third in order on the list 
of our American Honorary Members, as last made up and pub- 
lished ; having been elected on the 27th of January, 1814. 
He was one of the founders of the Historical Society of New 
York, and had taken the most active part in promoting its 
welfare. His discourse on the fifty-third anniversary of that 
Society, delivered at the dedication of their new and beauti- 
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ful Hall, in 1857, can hardly have been forgotten by any of 
us. It assumed the form, in publication, of a volume of nearly 
two hundred and fifty pages ; and is replete with personal 
reminiscences and local details of " New York during the last 
half-century." 

Of the professional eminence or literary accomplishments 
of Dr. Francis it is not for me now to speak. But no 
one, who has enjoyed the pleasure of his acquaintance, can 
fail to have been impressed with his genial and generous 
nature, his earnest appreciation of every thing distinguished 
and exalted, his ardent love of country, and his eager co- 
operation with every effort to illustrate and' commemorate 
the great men and the great events of American history. 
"We may well sympathize with our brethren of the New-York 
Society on the loss of one so identified with its rise and pro- 
gress. 

But the Unseen Hand has touched our own Society more 
nearly. By a striking coincidence, the third name in order 
has been stricken also from our Resident roll. The attention 
of the members -was called to the death of the Rev. Dr. 
Charles Lowell by the notice inviting them to attend his 
funeral on the 24th ultimo ; and it was a subject of deep 
personal regret that I was deprived of the satisfaction of 
paying the last tribute to one for whom I entertained so 
affectionate a regard and respect. 

Dr. Lowell's services to our Society were of long continu- 
ance, and of no small value. Elected as an Associate on the 
29th of August, 1815, he was our Recording Secretary from 
1818 to 1833, and our Corresponding Secretary from 1833 
to 1849. 

A faithful and spirited portrait of him, with the pen of the 
Society in his hand, is among the treasures of our upper 
Hall. 

As the infirmities of age grew upon him, a conscientious 
scruple about retaining a place in our limited ranks, after he 
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had ceased to be able to attend our meetings, induced him to 
resign his membership ; but his attachment to the Society, 
and bis interest in its proceedings, continued so strong and 
manifest, that, after a brief interval, his name was restored 
to its old place on our roll, with the best reason for believing 
that it would afford him a peculiar pleasure to see it there. 

We were all delighted thus to minister to the satisfaction 
of one so respected and loved, and whose name will ever be 
associated with so much of private virtue and professional 
devotion. 

With the assent of the Standing Committee, I submit the 
following Resolution: — 

Besolved, That the Massachusetts Historical Society desire to 
record their deep sense of the exalted character and virtues of their 
late associate, the Rev. Charles Lowell, D.D., and their grateful 
remembrance of his services as their Recording and Corresponding 
Secretary for more than thirty years ; and that the Rev. William 
Jenks, D.D., be appointed to prepare a memoir of him for our Col- 
lections. 

The Resolution was unanimously adopted. 

Rev. Andrew P. Peabody, D.D., and Hon. Theron 
Metcalf, were elected Resident Members ; Hon. James 
L. Petigru, of Charleston, S. C, and William Cullen 
Bryant, Esq., Honorary Members ; and Hon. Hugh. 
Blair Grigsby, of Norfolk, Va.,.a Corresponding Mem- 
ber, of the Society. 

Mr. Deane read the following letter from Dr. Luther 
Parks of this city, presenting to the Society a helmet 
claimed to have been the property of Sir Laurence 
Washington, which Dr. Parks had obtained in England 
through the kindness of Mrs. William Tillotson, of 
London. Whereupon it was voted, That the -Society 
gratefully accept this ancient and interesting relic, and 
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present their thanks to Mrs. Tillotson, the liberal 
donor, and to Dr. Luther Parks for his kind interven- 
tion in procuring the helmet for the Society's cabinet. 

Boston, Jan. 25, 1861. 
Ciiaei.es Deaxe, Esq. 

Deab Sik, — Knowing your interest in historical and antiquarian 
matters, I invite you to bring before the Historical Society, of which 
I believe you are a member, a subject appertaining to the objects of 
that institution. 

I bring with me from London a helmet, which claims to have 
been the property of Sir Laurence Washington, who belonged to a 
branch of the same ancestral tree from which descended the " Father 
of his Country." 

I became cognizant of it in the following manner : — 

In the course of a tour through Switzerland last summer, I met, 
at Visp, a highly intelligent and courteous English gentleman, who 
took occasion to inform me, that in the possession of a lady of Lon- 
don, an acquaintance of his, was a helmet once belonging to the 
family of Washington. The gentleman gave me the address of 
the fortunate possessor of the relic, and urged me to call upon her 
with reference to it. 

This advice I acted upon, while in London, in December last ; 
and found the helmet in question in possession of Mrs. William 
Tillotson, 13, Harewood Square. This lady gave me the history of 
the relic, stating that it was presented to an aunt of hers, some 
forty years since, by the Rev. J. Newbery, formerly curate of Gars- 
don, in Wiltshire, but now living in London ; to whom she kindly 
referred me for further particulars. 

Mrs. Tillotson, in a spirit of intelligent liberality, of which I, for 
one, feel deeply sensible, voluntarily expressed her willingness to 
present the helmet to any suitable association in America. I sug- 
gested the Massachusetts Historical Society ; and to that institution 
Mrs. Tillotson offers the gift, ore condition that it he considered worthy 
a place, as a memorial of the family of George Washington, in the 
Society's collection of antiquities : otherwise it is to remain in my 
hands. 

You will recollect that Sir Laurence Washington, second son of 
Laurence Washington, Esq. (the latter of whom was an ancestor, in 
a direct line, of the American hero), removed to Garsdon, in Wilt- 
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shire ; and that there was an intermarriage between the Washing- 
tons of "Wiltshire and the family of the Earls Ferrers of that place. 

Now, from the Rev. Mr. Newbery I learned, that in the church 
of Garsdon, in Wiltshire, there is but one baronial tomb, which, 
with the adjacent manor, the reverend gentleman was told, belonged 
formerly to the Earls Ferrers, and on which he distinctly remembers 
reading the following inscription; viz., " The Lady Pargiter. She 
was wife of Sir Laurence Washington, who both lie buried here." 

The helmet in question was given to the Rev. Mr. Newbery, by 
the farmer of the Ferrers Manor, at the time of the former's resi- 
dence in Garsdon, and was taken from a closet in the old manor- 
house. The circumstances under which it was found were such as to 
convince my informant, that the helmet and the tomb both originally 
belonged to the same owner. But though he referred to some of these 
circumstances in conversation with me, yet, as so long a period — 
that is, forty years — has elapsed since their occurrence, he is so far 
distrustful of his memory as to be unwilling to allow his statement of 
them to be repeated. But he has never, to this day, entertained any 
doubt as to the authenticity of the relic, which, as has already been 
said, was presented by him to the family of Mrs. Tillotson, forty 
years since, as the helmet of Sir Laurence "Washington, and has been 
always preserved by them under that name, till so kindly transferred 
to my hands by its late possessor. 

I deem it interesting to add, in this connection, that Mr. Tillot- 
son, the late husband of the generous donor of the piece of armor 
in question, was a collateral descendant of the celebrated Archbishop 
Tillotson. 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Luther Parks, Jun. 

After some conversation, on motion of Mr. Savage, 
Messrs. Sparks, Aspinwall, and Deane were appointed a 
Committee to investigate the authenticity of the helmet. 

Mr. Bobbins (C.) read a letter from Fitch Edward 
Oliver, M.D., offering for the Society's acceptance photo- 
graphic copies of the portraits of the Hon. Andrew 
Oliver, sometime Secretary, and subsequently Lieute- 
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nant-Govemor, of the Province of Massachusetts Bay ; 
and of the Hon. Peter Oliver, Chief-Justice of the same 
Province. 

Voted, That the thanks of the Society be presented 
to Dr. Oliver for these beautifully executed portraits of 
his ancestors. 

Mr. Bobbins (C.) read an original letter from General 
Lafayette, addressed to Colonel Joseph Vose, which had 
been kindly furnished for communication to the Society 
by Mrs. E. E. V. Eield, grand-daughter of Colonel 
Vose. 

General Lafayette to Colonel Joseph Vose. 

Philadelphia, Feb. 28, 1781. 

Dear Sir, — On your arrival at Trenton, you will find three 
days' provisions ready for the troops, with every thing necessary for 
their reception. You will also have, in the course of the evening, a 
quantity of vessels, which, I am told, will be sufficient for the whole 
detachment, and on board of which some provisions will be em- 
barked. In order to add to the certainty of your total embarkation, 
some flat-bottomed boats will be sent up to Trenton ; but I hope that 
the vessels will be fully sufficient. 

It will, I think, be better to have the baggage, and every thing but 
the men, embarked this evening, provided you don't arrive too late at 
Trenton. 

How far it will be possible to accommodate the men for the night, 
on board these vessels, I cannot ascertain. I wish you will examine 
this matter with Colonel (?) Smith and the commanding officers of 
battalions. In case it was possible, it should be the more proper to 
go on, without halting, to Christian Bridge, as we generally have a 
northerly breeze in the night ; but, should it appear to be unfavorable 
for the men, — as this must .always be our first attention, — I request 
you will go to-morrow as far as Derby or Chester. But, in any 
case, you must not stop at Philadelphia, as it would have many 
inconveniences. 

Your movements depending on the state of the vessels, that of 
the wind, and other circumstances, which I cannot foretell, I only 
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wish you will do for the best, making as great despatch as possible, 
consistent with the health of the men ; and that, on your arrival at 
Trenton, you will write to me very particularly what has been 
settled. 

As there will not be a sufficiency of vessels for horses, I haVe 
requested Colonel Pickering to send up his orders to the quartermas- 
ter relating to horses that have been impressed. As to the horses 
belonging to the officers, Colonel Pickering will also write to you 
what he thinks the most advisable for them to do ; but horses cannot 
be embarked at the Head of Elk, and impressed ones will be pre- 
pared at the point of debarkation. 

Independent of the express that will return this evening, I wish 
that, so soon as the troops embark to-morrow morning, Colonel (?) 
Smith will come by land to Philadelphia, and tell me what are your 
prospects at the time you set out. 

The quartermaster ought also to push with great rapidity for the 
place where the troops will be intended to land. 

With the most sincere attachment, I have the honor to be, dear 
sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

Lafayette. 

I request you will continue to hold up this idea of the shortness of 
the expedition, as the preparations of the officers must be different 
from what they should have been had we marched for the Southern 
Army. Arnold's force is just on the other side of the bay, and was 
lately blockaded by a French ship of the line. 

The President, on behalf of the Standing Committee, 
presented the following Report on the publication of the 
Society's Collections : — 

The Standing Committee, having considered the subject 
referred to them at the last stated meeting, beg leave to 
report : — 

In common with others, your Committee have deeply re- 
gretted the delay which has recently been experienced in 
regard to the publication of our regular volumes of Collec- 
tions. It is not to be wondered at, however, that members 
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of the Society should not always be able to spare time from 
their literary, commercial, or professional pursuits, for the 
labors of a Publishing Committee. It is to be hoped that 
the Society may, at some future day, have a sufficient fund to 
pay for the whole time of a suitable person as Librarian, or 
Assistant Librarian, who may act as the editor and publisher 
of our volumes, under the supervision of a Committee, and 
who may thus relieve the Publishing Committee from all 
merely clerical duties. In the mean time, your Committee 
have been led to think that something might be accomplished 
in a manner which can hardly fail to be satisfactory to the 
Society, and which will involve no additional expense. 

There is reason to believe that Mr. Everett has come into 
possession of an interesting and valuable collection of auto- 
graph-letters of Washington, never yet published, and which 
he would be willing to prepare, and publish as one of our 
Appleton volumes. 

There is also reason to believe that Mr. Winthrbp has re- 
cently obtained the control of a large and valuable ^collection 
of original letters and papers connected with our earliest 
Colonial history, and which would willingly be made the ma- 
terial of another Appleton volume. 

The Appleton Fund for publication, with its accumulated 
income, would authorize, at this moment, the simultaneous 
preparation of several volumes : and your Committee pro- 
pose, therefore, that Mr. Everett, with Mr. George Livermore 
and Mr. E. E. Hale, be appointed a Publishing Committee, 
with a view to the first of these collections of papers ; and that 
Mr. Winthrop, with Mr. Deane and Dr. Robbins, be appointed 
a Committee with reference to the Winthrop Papers. 

There will then be four Publishing Committees standing 
undischarged on our records, from at least three of which, 
valuable fruit may, in process of time, be anticipated. 

The first Committee was appointed in April, 1858 ; and con- 
sists of Judge Warren, Mr. Bow ditch, Gov. Clifford, and Hon. 
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George T. Davis. The absence of Judge Warren for many 
months in Europe, and the illness of Mr. Bowditch, led not 
unnaturally to a discontinuance of their labors ; but it may 
still be hoped that this Committee may, at some future day, 
find the materials of a volume. 

The second Committee, appointed in March, 1860, consists 
of Mr. Solomon Lincoln, Mr. Quint, Mr. Latham, and Mr. 
Palmer ; and their special province is the publication of the 
Prince Manuscripts, before their delivery to the Old-South 
Library. There is the best reason for hoping and believing 
that this Committee will have a new volume ready for distri- 
bution in the course of the present year. 

It is not improbable that the Washington volume may 
also be published before the Annual Meeting of 1862. 

The volume of Winthrop Papers may require still another 
year. 

But the Committee feel great confidence, that, under this 
arrangement, at least three new and interesting volumes of 
Collections will be forthcoming during the next three 
years. 

Your Committee are of opinion, that the precedent of 
having several Publishing Committees at work simultaneously 
will not be injurious to the Society. The income of the Ap- 
pleton Fund would authorize the printing of a volume every 
year. But the selection and preparation of materials often 
require a longer time ; and one Publishing Committee may 
well employ twice or thrice as much time as another in the 
work committed to them. By having several committees 
subsisting at the same time, such volumes as can be published 
with little more than the pains of correcting proof-sheets will 
not be delayed by those which may require a more careful 
and laborious research. A greater number of members of 
the Society will be employed, too, on its appropriate labors ; 
and a wholesome competition may produce greater diligence 
and despatch in the work committed to them. 

20 
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Without dwelling further upon these general views, how- 
ever, your Committee conclude by recommending that two 
new Publishing Committees be appointed, with a view to the 
special subjects referred to in our Keport. They find that 
this can be done without any amendment of the By-laws. 

The report was accepted, and the committees therein 
suggested and nominated were appointed : viz., for the 
publication of the Washington Letters, Messrs. Everett, 
Livermore, and Hale (E. E.) ; for the publication of the 
Winthrop Letters and Papers, Messrs. Winthrop, Deane, 
and Bobbins (C). 

Mr. Paige communicated the following paper relating 
to the ancient stewards of Harvard College ; which was 
referred to the Publishing Committee : — 

Stewards of Harvard College. 

The first known steward of Harvard College was Matthew 
Day. He was son of Stephen Day, the first printer in New 
England ; born probably at Cambridge, Eng., about 1619 : 
and appears to have wrought at printing with his father. 
The date of his appointment to the stewardship, I have not 
ascertained. He died, apparently in office, 10th May, 1649, 
at the age, probably, of about thirty years. On the day of his 
death, he executed a nuncupative will, which I copied from 
the record several years ago. As it is short, and in some re- 
spects interesting, I shall be pardoned if I repeat it in full. 

The Last Will and Testament of Mathew Day, May 10, 1649. 

1. I doe give with all my heart all that part I have in the Garden 
unto the fellowes of Harvard Colledge forever. 

2. I doe give to Mrs. Shepard my diaper table cloath and napkins 
which were not yet made up. 

3. I doe give my 3 silver spoones, the one to David Dunster, the 
other to Doraty Dunster, and the 3d that hath my owne name on 
it, which I brought out of England, to my old acquaintaince little 
Samuell Shepard. 
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4. I doe give to my mother all the estate I have in both the 
houses together with all the furniture beds and all moveables (my 
debts being first paid) to her for her life, and when she dies to the 
little child Moyses. 

5. I doe give to S r Brooke (my ould and deare friend) all the 
bookes I have which he thinkes may be useful to him, except those 
which may serve for the training up of the childe to schoole. 

6. I doe give unto my mother that eight pound or thereabout 
which is due to me for printing, to pay for the house which is due at 
Michalemas. 

7. I would have Daniell and Mary Lemon and my mothers girle 
have some thing given them as Mr. Shepard and my mother shall 
see meet. 

8. I doe give my Ivory Inkhorne in my box with a whistle in it 
unto Jeremy Shepard. 

9. I give 20* - in mony which once I had and layd out for the 
Colledge and is to be paid by it in mony againe unto Mr. Thomas 
Shepard. 

10. I give unto John Glover my lookeing glasse. 

11. I give to Elder ffrost foure pound. 

Those before whome he spake these things were Mr. Tho. She- 
pard, Mrs. Day. 

Deposed the 30* 8 th mo. 1649. Increase Nowell. 

The garden mentioned in this will contained about one 
acre, and was long known as the " Fellows' Orchard." Gore 
Hall now stands on the northerly end of this lot : the southerly 
end is bounded by Harvard Street. Three-fourth parts of 
the lot appear to have been bequeathed by Mr. Day: the 
other fourth part was conveyed by " Mr. John Bulkley, 
first master of arts in Harvard College," by deed of 
gift, dated 20th December, 1645. David and Dorothy Dun- 
ster were children of President Dunster. Samuel and Jeremy 
Shepard were sons of Rev. Thomas Shepard, who were gra- 
duates respectively in 1653 and 1669, and became clergymen 
of some eminence. " The little child Moyses," I have no 
doubt, was Moses Bordman, then about nine years old, whose 
father, William Bordman, was the son of Stephen Day's wife, 
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by a former husband. John Glover was probably the son of 
President Dunster's wife, by her former husband, Rev. Jose 
Glover; and "Sir Brooke" was Rev. John Brook, H.C. 
1646. 

The successor of Mr. Day in the stewardship was Deacon 
Thomas Chesholme, who held the office until the close of the 
year 1659 or the beginning of 1660. He was from Newcastle 
upon Tyne, and was admitted freeman, in company with She- 
pard, 3d March, 1635-6. He was a tailor; was many years 
deacon of the church; and, in 1636, was licensed by the 
General Court " to keep a house of entertainment," — being 
apparently the first person in Cambridge to whom that 
responsible service was intrusted ; and, in 1640, he was 
further licensed " to draw wine at Cambridge." The records 
of his stewardship, after a long absence, have recently been 
discovered, and returned to the College ; some portions of 
which I had the honor to read at a former meeting of this 
Society. He died, s.p., 18th August, 1671 ; and bequeathed a 
portion of his estate to Benoni Eaton, son of Nathaniel Eaton, 
the repudiated head of the College. It would seem that he 
adopted the son, when the father fled from New England. 

Deacon Chesholme was succeeded by Ensign John Sher- 
man, of Watertown. Dr. Bond represents him to have been 
born at Dedham, Eng., 1613; and to have arrived here in 
1634. He was selectman, town-clerk, and representative, for 
several years ; and died 25th January, 1691-2, aged seventy- 
six years. He probably resigned the office of steward in 1663 ; 
but the exact date I have not ascertained. 

The next steward was William Bordman, half-brother to 
Matthew Day, and the progenitor of a long line of stewards. 
The office became a sort of heirloom in his family for the 
period of nearly seventy years after the death of his imme- 
diate successor. There is reason to believe that he was 
appointed to office in December, 1663 : it is certain that he 
resigned in December, 1667, and was thereafter employed as 
college-cook. He was a tailor, not prominent in municipal 
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affairs; and died 25th March, 1685, aged seventy-one years. In 
a notice of his death, Judge Sewall styles him " Major Bord- 
man ; " hut, as there is no evidence that he ever held any 
military office, it is probable that he had this appellation from 
his official position as a major-domo. 

Upon Mr. Bordman's resignation, Thomas Danforth, after- 
wards deputy-governor, was induced to resign the office of 
treasurer, and to accept that of steward, which he seems to 
have held until 1682. Of his character, I need not speak in 
this presence : it is written conspicuously in the history of 
the Colony for the forty years preceding the year 1700. 

In 1682, according to the Triennial Catalogue, Andrew 
Bordman, son of William Bordman, became steward. Like 
his father, he was a tailor ; and after his father's death, in 
1685, was both steward and cook until he died, of fever, 
15th July, 1687, aged forty-one years. 

He was succeeded by his younger brother, Aaron Bord- 
man, a locksmith, who had probably learned his handicraft of 
Stephen Day, the husband of his grandmother ; for, although 
Mr. Day came to New England for the purpose of managing 
the printing-press, his proper trade was that of locksmith. 
Mr. Bordman had been College-smith from 1675 ; and he re- 
mained in office as steward until 15th January, 1702-3, when 
he died, at the age of fifty-three years. 

The next steward was Andrew Bordman, son of Andrew, 
and grandson of William, both of whom had previously held 
the same office. He was appointed 23d March, 1702-3 ; and 
died in office, 30th May, 1747, aged nearly seventy-six years. 
His was the longest stewardship on record ; being more than 
forty-four years in duration. At a meeting soon after his 
death, the corporation placed on record a fitting testimony to 
his worth, styling him a " faithful steward." Mr. Bordman 
had remarkable qualifications for the transaction of business. 
In addition to the faithful performance of his duties as stew. 
ard, he managed his private affairs as a saddler with much 
energy and skill, and served the town of Cambridge as select- 
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man eighteen years, between 1706 and 1732; as town-clerk 
thirty-one years, from 1700 to 1731 ; as town-treasurer forty- 
six years, from 1701 until his death in 1747 ; and as repre- 
sentative in the General Court, in 1719 and 1720. 

He was succeeded in all his offices by his only son, Andrew 
Bordman, H.C. 1719, — the first graduate who ever held the 
office of steward ; and, by a somewhat singular coincidence, 
the first steward with whom the corporation or overseers 
had the slightest difficulty. He neglected or refused to obey 
their directions in regard to placing all the students in com- 
mons ; and was discharged from office, 28th March, 1750. This 
did not wholly heal the trouble. His accounts remained un- 
settled for more than fourteen years. After tedious negotia- 
tions, however, an amicable settlement was effected, 29th 
August, 1764. Notwithstanding this unfortunate controversy 
with the corporation, Mr. Bordman unquestionably held a 
high rank in the public estimation. He married Sarah Phips, 
daughter of Lieutenant-Governor Spencer Phips, 25th Febru- 
ary, 1731-2 ; and died 19th May, 1760, aged nearly sixty-eight 
years. He was elected selectman of Cambridge thirty years, 
from 1740 ; town-clerk thirty-nine years, from 1731 ; town- 
treasurer twenty-three years, from 1747 ; and representative 
twenty-two years, between 1742 and 1768. He was also 
Register of Probate twenty-four years, from 1745 ; and Judge 
of the Court of Common Pleas seventeen years, from 1752. 
All these offices, except that of representative, he retained to 
the end of his life. 

One very singular fact may be properly mentioned in this 
connection. As the last-named Andrew Bordman succeeded 
his father, Andrew Bordman, in the office of town-clerk, so 
also he was succeeded in the same office by his only son, 
Andrew Bordman, who held it for the period of ten years. 
Thus it happened, that for eighty successive years, from 1700 
to 1780, the incumbents of that office, father, son, and grand- 
son, bore the name of Andrew Bordman. 



